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‘ 1) TURKEY WILL BE FREED OF THE
QUAGMIRE OF WARS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST!
A significant part of the refugees and asylum seekers
living in Turkey had to leave their countries due to
wars and conflicts. AKP has made Turkey complicit in
these wars and conflicts that displaces masses of

TH E REFU G EE AN D people, such as the one in Syria. The fact that Turkey

today hosts the largest number of refugees in the

M I G RATI 0 N PO I_I cv 0 F world is a result of the deliberate foreign policy

choices of the government. By initially making Turkey

’

TH E WD R KERS PA RTY complicit in the Syrian Civil War as part of its neo-Ot-

H toman fantasies and, later, through the agreements it
0 F TU R KEY (TI P) signed with Western powers, AKP has created a
I N 6 po I NTS Turkey that manages irregular migration and refugee

waves for the benefit of Western powers. These

policies only serve global imperialist power struggles
and help to enhance the lifespan of the AKP govern-
ment. As long as these reckless policies, which stand
against the common interest of the people in the
region, and the AKP government’s participation in the
Syrian Civil War stay intact, crowds of refugees and
asylum seekers will continue to pile up at the Turkish
borders. TiP will get Turkey out of the Syrian war and
stand against the wars, conflicts, and the imperialist
interventions that force the region’s residents to
migrate.

Research shows that a considerable number of Syrian
refugees in Turkey are willing to return to their
countries so long as peace and their safety in Syria
are established. There is, however, also a growing
tendency to stay in Turkey, independent of the
situation in Syria. TIP acknowledges that in order for
refugees to consider willingly and freely returning to
their home countries, peace and prosperity in Syria
must be restored. Our foreign policy and relations
with Syria will be established to provide these condi-
tions. Indispensable to TiP’s perspective on the
refugee crisis is the establishment of a foreign policy
and diplomacy that can create alternatives to living in
Turkey for the immigrants and make voluntary return
a viable and desirable option for refugees.
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2) WE WILL NOT LET AKP CAPITALISE
ON BORDER CROSSINGS!

The border and migration policies, which are designed
to benefit AKP’s ideological views and political benefits,
have resulted in inconsistent and non-transparent
border regulations. TIP points out the need for a border
policy and admission system that will not allow in the
country people who have taken arms during the ongo-
ing conflicts in their countries as well as those who are
wanted or tried for crimes against the freedom, life,
honour, dignity, and bodily integrity of anyone.

TiP defends the protection of individuals who have a
fear for their life or are subjected to discrimination in
their countries according to the UN principles. However,
capitalist countries, especially the US and those in the
EU, breakinternational laws by limiting the labour
migration and pushing refugees back away from their
borders. Claiming that Turkey should have an
“open-door” policy is not realistic in these unequal and
unfair circumstances. We need to establish a border and
migration policy that benefits not the government’s
ideological choices but the public interests and safety as
well as the refugee rights.

3) WE WILL WITHDRAW FROM THE
2016 EU TURKEY DEAL!

The EU and the US can push the migration waves that
have been caused by their policies out of their borders
through their imperialist positions. The 2016 Deal
between Turkey—a transit country for the refugees of
Syria, Irag, and Afghanistan—and the EU is a key
element of the EU strategy to keep the migration waves
out of its borders. The EU has given Turkey the role of
policing the migration waves. This role is not acceptable.
When in power, TiP will announce the absolute with-
drawal from this agreement at a certain date. We will
also call for an international conference in order to
discuss the principles of a voluntary relocation of the
Syrian refugees in other countries and the planning of
international deals and agreements regulating migra-
tion waves in accordance with the UNHCR and universal
human rights.

4) REFUGEES WILL NO LONGER BE
THE SLAVES OF THE CAPITALISTS!

The AKP government has condemned refugees in Turkey
to the brutal conditions of the unregulated labour market
by not executing any realistic plan for their integration
and therefore creating a segregated population from the
Turkish society that is open to exploitation and abuse.
The opportunity to provide the capitalists with a large,
cheap, and unorganised labour force to exploit is a
reason why the AKP government finds the refugees
valuable to “govern.” Migrant workers offer the capital-
ists a “disposable” labour force that they can easily
suppress, pay under the poverty line, and use as a
“threat” against other workers struggling for better
conditions. TiP will create its migrant policy not accord-
ing to the expectations of the capitalists but in consider-
ation for the migrant rights as well as public interest and
peace. Unlike the current government’s unconcerned
attitude towards the unregulated migrant employment,
TiP will lay the groundwork for a work-life ensuring job
security, channels for self-organisation, and proper
wages for everyone. TiP will create an economic recov-
ery and employment program that will not let workers
fear being “deprived of their jobs” by cheaper labour.
Under TiP, no one will work illicitly, uninsured, nor under
inhumane conditions.

5) WE WILL UNITE IN OUR STRUGGLE!

There is not even a trace left of the unity of compatrio-
tism that unites the people of Turkey based on social,
political, and civil rights and responsibilities as well as
common humanitarian values and ethics. Deprived of
their social rights, labourers in the country are left to the
mercy of the exploitative market; Kurdish people are
deprived of their right to elect their own representatives;
and the principle of equality before the law, which
constitutes the very basis of citizenship, has been
destroyed within a jurisdiction that has turned into a
mere toy in AKP’s hands. The status to be granted to the
refugees in the country can be discussed only within the
context of Turkey’s overall transformation and current
condition which makes citizenship rights practically void.
TiP asserts the necessity that the process of determining
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the status and future of the Syrian refugees in our
country should run simultaneously with a political
struggle to obtain equal citizenship rights for all the
people living in Turkey. We suggest that an integration
program for the refugees and immigrants that wish to
continue to live in our country can only be established
through such a holistic approach. We underscore that
every single person who earns their living with their
labour and wishes to live in this country should have
equal social, political, and civil rights and responsibilities
whatever ethnicity, religion, or country of origin they
may have.

Accordingly, TiP will safeguard that the social and
political rights that are granted to all the people who
wishes to live in this country are also granted to the
immigrant/refugee labourers, who, in the face of relent-
less exploitation, discrimination, and abuse that they
have been exposed to, seem to create large and “isolated
societies” in different Turkish cities and have withdrawn
into their shells. TiP will fight to ensure that they can
equally benefit from these rights. We will include immi-
grant labourers in our common struggle to reform these
rights according to the recently emerging needs of our
people. Eliminating the disconnection, tension, and
distance between the “settled people” and the immi-
grants as well as the isolation of the immigrants from the
urban life is only possible through the elimination of the
widespread poverty in our country. This can only be
possible through the participation of all oppressed
people living in our country in the fight for equal citizen-
ship, and only once they can all equally benefit from
these rights gained through our common struggle. The
addressee of our strategy of “uniting for a common
struggle” is anyone who cannot see themselves as an
equal part of the whole, who has been pushed aside and
outside of the AKP regime’s idea of the “nation,” along-
side the immigrants.

6) WE WILL ESTABLISH A NEW
TURKEY NOT OUT OF HATRED BUT
OUT OF FRATERNITY!

The wars ongoing in our region and the irrational foreign
policy adopted by AKP have in the last ten years turned
Turkey into the country with the highest population of

refugees in the world. It is only natural that people in
Turkey are concerned against the backdrop of this
extraordinary setting, which is practically incomparable to
any other in history. Yet, it is but a hoax to hold
asylum-seekers/refugees responsible for this process and
to offer their expulsion out of the country as a solution.
Our people should neither believe the disinformation
disseminated by certain groups that seek to “invest in the
elections” for the benefit of their own political future, nor
the provocative appeals that sow the seeds of hatred
among our society against the background of the prevail-
ing apprehension.

Unemployment in Turkey is growing rapidly. However, the
reasons for the rising unemployment among the citizens
of Turkey are not the immigrants “stealing” available jobs
but the increasing spread of arbitrary dismissals and the
intentional enfeeblement of trade unions that can stand
up for workers’ rights. Public funding in Turkey is no longer
used for the benefit of its citizens. Nor is it used in support
of the immigrants, a vast majority of whom are workers
themselves. Instead, a handful of capitalists are offered
the entirety of our country’s wealth to ceaselessly loot it
to the desire of their hearts. Even though it may not be
experienced to the same degree by all, poverty, unem-
ployment, precarious employment, and inequality in
accessing education and health services today are the
common problems of all labourers.

We state it once again: What we need to stand against is
the political power that plants the seeds of hatred among
people and engorges itself in chaos, and the capitalists
that exploit our labour and steal our future no matter to
which ethnicity, or religion, or linguistic community we
belong.

The struggle to ensure that everybody of every origin who
earns their living with their labour and has the will to live in
this country lives in an equal, free, democratic, and secular
country is more urgent than ever. The Workers’ Party of
Turkey will work to keep this struggle alive and resilient,
prevent partitions among labouring classes, and ensure a
socialist republic for every single person living in this
country. It is with all the people earning their living with
their own labour that we will build the foundations of a
peaceful life together and of social justice.

The workers’ Party of Turkey(TiP)
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LIBERALISM CANNOT HEAL ILLIBERAL
REGIMES IN EAST EUROPE!

Ozgiir Dirim Ozkan

The new wave of authoritarian regimes utilizing a
nationalist discourse while exploiting the workers
and repressing their citizens. As defined by the
capitalists; “illiberal states” are considered the “new
evils” of Europe. One man leadership of Putin and
Erdodan were seen as “models” for those authori-
tarian regimes while many followed the same
political and ideological path to establish repressive
regimes. Recent elections in Central Europe have
proved that trying to bring back liberal agenda
against those so-called “illiberal regimes” does not
propose a libera-
tion from those
regimes.

Orban’s decisive
victory in Hungary

Hungarian
elections on April 3,
2022 was resulted
in a defeat of the
opposition. The
steps taken by the
opposition for
unity in Hungary
before the
elections fed hopes
that it would end the 12-year Viktor Orban rule. That
hope was shattered in the elections and opposition
was expected to get more votes and even oust
Orban. However, it did not end like that. Orban won
his most glorious victory since he came to power in
2010.

The alliance formed by Fidesz (Hungarian Citizens'
Union) and KDNP (Christian Democratic People's
Party), led by Orban, achieved a "super majority"
(2/3 of the parliament) by taking 134 of the 199
deputies in the parliament with 54 percent of the
votes. The alliance of "Unification for Hungary",

formed by the union of six parties, remained at 34
percent and only got 56 seats. It has to be noted that
those six parties got overall 45 percent of the votes in
the last 2018 elections without being unified.

In order to struggle with the nationalist and conser-
vative Orban, oppositions failed to nominate a
another nationalist and conservative candidate, but
with more liberal values compared to Orban.
Marki-Zay, the joint candidate of the six-partite
oppostion, a former member of Fidesz, described
himself as a right-wing Christian, who left his previ-
ous party (Fides) since
Fidesz, who came to
power with a program
based on liberal values
have departed from
these values. However,
he was representing a
hope against Orban since
he previously succeeded
to win the municipal
electionsin
Hodmezdvasarhely,
known as the castle of
Fidesz, with a population
of 44 thousand, as an
independent candidate in the 2018 elections. This
madehim to be a stronger candidate instead of a left
wing one, assuming that the right-wing voters could
be attracted to vote for the allied opposition.

There are a couple of main reasons behind that.

We must first admit that Orban resorted to all sorts of
tricks in the elections. Lies, fake news, slanders, the
"cancel culture" that he applied on the opposition, his
exploitation of religion and nationalism... But Orban
also won with other policies he implemented and the
rhetoric he voiced.
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The firstis the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Hungary
is known as the closest EU country to Russia. In this
political climate, Orban was able to agitate the
horrors of war on the opposition: "If I'm not elected,
they will bring Hungary into the war on the side of
Ukraine." The voter is not interested in what is going
on in Ukraine, but how much Hungary will be affected
by it and Orban’s decleration that Hungary will not be
included in a war against Russia was seems to be
satisfying for the voters.

A second reason is that Orban has still reserves
among youngsters. His act on exempting the popula-
tion under 25 from income tax has its echoe on
voters’ choices.

It also gained an important advantage by never losing
a segment that the opposition could not reach: The
rural population. The highest votes for Orban come
from rural and poorer areas. It is seen that the
opposition seems to have no majority apart from
Budapest, which covers 1/5 of Hungary's population
of around 10 million, and Pécs and Szeged, each with
a population of 150 thousand.

For us the main reason for opposition to lose lies
beneath their political program. When Fidesz
increased the votes, one may think that Hungarian
society might be more conservative. However, it can
also be claimed that the Hungarian voters may be
more conservative, but Orban managed to gather the
conservative-reactionary votes in his own party that
had previously gone to other parties. But, yhe most
important factor behind Orban's victory is the
opposition's candidate selection.

In the struggle against the conservative, right-wing,
religious and nationalist cult leader image, a program
that emphasizes this social-justice, welfare, social
equality and rule of law would have a higher chance
than another conservative figure.

Vugi¢ again in Serbia
Although the elections in Hungary can be considered
as a shock for the opposition, a similar case is not

experienced in neighbouring Serbia where local and
general elections were held in the same day like that

of in Hungary. As expected, “Together We Can Do
Everything” alliance’s candidate, the current presi-
dent Aleksandar Vucic from SNS (Serbian Progres-
sive Party) surpassed the opposition by increasing
his votes from 54.3 percent to 58.6 percent. Opposi-
tion alliance “United for the Victory of Serbia”s
candidate Zdravko Ponos could get only 18.4 percent.
Decisive victory of Vucic was expected due to opinion
polls before the elections and result was not a
surprise for anybody. It has to be noted that apart
from being more pro-European, the opposition does
not have a different agenda than that of Vucic’s.

Slovenia back into liberal world

After having those news from Belgrade and Buda-
pest, where “illiberal” regimes strengthened their
power, the liberal world had a smooth breat by news
coming from Slovenia. Janez Jan$a, a blend of
Trump-Putin-Erdogan-Orban representing every
single character of being an authoritarian, vulgar
banal figures of right wing politics in one character
was defeated by the newly formed Freedom Move-
ment Party under leadership of Robert Golob.
Freedom Movement Party, defining itself as pro-Eu-
ropean green-liberal, was formed last year by union
of several parties and selected Golob, a businessman,
as the leader. The Social Democratic Party of Slove-
nia will be part of coalition with Freedom Movement
Party and Levica (The Left) declared to support the
government, but not to be part of it.

Apart from 2.1 million populated Slovenia, recent
elections are perceived as a threat to so-called
“European values”. On the other side, for left and
class struggle it shows us only one thing: The
antidote of authoritarian regimes is not liberalism. It is
left wing class politics. It has to be noted that those
authoritarian regimes have social support as a
reaction to failures of liberal market economy. It also
has to be noted that, since they favour liberal market
economy, they once have enjoyed “liberal” support
against left wing class politics. Especially Hungarian
case shall be considered as a lesson for opposition
that a revolutionary class politics is required to defeat
those authoritarian regimes is a must.
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NEWS FROM THE PARTY

The struggle for equality, freedom and fraternity was taken to the streets on
#MayDay2022. Thousands of citizens followed our call #WalkWithYourParty
and joined the TiP procession.

We salute the working class of Turkey that will save the country from the
Palace and its gangs!
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Workers’ Party of Turkey assembled the
1.Agricultural Conference in Kemalpasa, izmir
Farmers, agricultural engineers, forest villagers,
food sovereignty activists, academics and many
other citizens gathered in Kemalpasa to discuss
the reasons behind the agricultural and food crisis
in Turkey and the possible methods on how to
resolve it.

The conference, which discussed vital issues under the motto “Agriculture Again, Food for
Everyone” has resolved to hold similar events across different parts of Turkeuy.
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NEWS FROM THE PARTY

We stand with the victims of pension age in their
struggle.

Party spokesperson Sera Kadigil, istanbul MP Ahmet
Sik and party members participated in the grand rally
of Maltepe.

We commemorated the 301 miners lost in the
#SomaMassacre 8 years ago.

Our fight for justice for Soma will continue despite
the AKP attempts to hinder it. Soma will be
avenged.

Party Chairperson Erkan Bas attended the panel
“Democracy Struggles and initiative for a Left
Coalition in Turkey” in Switzerland

Party attorneys and Party Assembly members visited
the Gezi prisoners in Bakirkéy and Silivri prisons.
Whether in prison or in the streets; we remain
determined to amplify our struggle. Darkness will fade,
Gezi will remain!
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NEWS FROM THE PARTY

TiP Scientific Board joined the justice watch at
TMMOB Chamber of Architects to show solidarity
with our friends unjustly arrested in the Gezi case.
We will keep fighting until our friends are released.
#WeSupportGezi

Party attorneys and our women'’s organisation,
along with other women’s and legal
organisations, monitor the case to revoke the
decision to withdraw from the Istanbul
Convention in the Council of State.
#lstanbulConventionProtects, the withdrawal
must be revoked immediately!

Farmes in Turkey suffered serious losses from
crop failures due to water shortages. TIP Urfa
Provincial Organisation met the victimised farmers
and issued a press statement in their dried
farmlands.

Workers’ Party of Turkey attended the European Solidarity Forum
on April 9, organized by NAR and POI

No to war!

We want Turkey out of NATO!
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